Although ancient philosophy has shown increasing interest in Plato's characters,1 very little has been written about Phaedo of Elis; what exists serves mainly for commentary on the Platonic dialogue which bears his name, not as a substantive re-imagination of his overall personality.2 The reasons for this silence or, at best, only passing attention to Phaedo could perhaps be traced back to the exiguous testimonial remains and the dubiety with which even they have been received.3 For example, Robin himself, pausing over Phaedo's biography, says that "around the personality of Phaedo we have only uncertainties and darkness" (1970, xi) and Humbert asserts that Phaedo "is for us an enigma" (1967, 277) . Only in relatively recent times has there been an awakening of studies that have attempted to define his character with precision, to whom a paragraph of the history of ancient philosophy has even been dedicated.4
In this article I propose a delineation of Phaedo of Elis' intellectual profile based on a critical analysis of the accounts that deal with him. I will take into consideration the most relevant contributions made by both ancient and recent secondary literature, including his complex and not yet sufficiently clarified biography. Additionally, I will specifically examine his most important work, Zopyrus, and, based on the examination of verifiably authentic fragments, I will try to reconstruct the content and highlight the unfortunately few documented philosophical themes that we can attempt to identify. 
Biography
According to ancient sources, Phaedo was born in Elis, in the western Peloponnese, from a noble family (τῶν εὐπατριδῶν, dl 2.105). He was later taken prisoner during a war in which his country was defeated, enslaved,5 sold to an Athenian procurer, and forced to prostitute himself.6 It was in this capacity that Phaedo came into contact with Socrates, from whom he gained respect and fondness, and was ransomed by one of his disciples.7 Once free, he converted to philosophy and became one of Socrates' dearest students. Once Socrates died, Phaedo returned to Elis to found his philosophic school. Despite this ancient evidence, Monique Dixsaut states that this story seems too attractive to be true (1991, 313) . Her doubtfulness, like others' , begins with the testimony of Diogenes Laertius. That testimony seems to be a typical example of his improbable biographies, based largely on stereotyped8 topics and simple improvisations, perhaps nothing but "a little story at the fringes of the Phaedo."9 Even if so, however, the story is realistic enough to explain Phaedo's presence in Athens in 399 bce, when he was imprisoned during the war.10
The first task the scholarship has taken up is establishing the circumstances in which Phaedo's capture might have happened. Preller already pointed to two possibilities: either during the Peloponnese war in 431 bce (Thuc. 2.25), when the territory of Elis was plundered, or during the Eliac war of 401-400 bce, led by Sparta and aided by the Athenians military forces.11 Preller   5 This goes unmentioned at by Gell. na 2.18.1-5 (= ssr iii a 3 
